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Irreconcilable Differences: Brave New World- Biotech, Religion, and the future of humanity…  (good thing we’re trying not to reach too far!)
Stem Cell Research

Cloning

Genetic Engineering

Anti-Aging medicines
Plastic surgery

Genetic selection

Are we ready for the brave new world?  Are we able to even describe the old one from which the new one comes?

We have already decided some things about the world around us.  We have decided in favor of a God who graciously creates the world and gives it life.  We have decided for trusting in this God as opposed to our own skill set or best feelings, thoughts, or impulses.  We have decided to pray.  We have taken steps that reflect the fact that we believe (and we think we have pretty good reasons) that God has both created and constituted the world such that it should be reflective of God’s nature.
Now we come to a really tough question:

Is it always right to do everything that we can possibly do?  

This is a question of ethics.   Ethics (from the Greek word that describes what a habit or custom was in a particular location: read “ethos”) has to do with the decisions about what is morally good and evil and it has to do with the process of arriving at those decisions.

Micah 6:8

He has told you, O mortal, what is good;

and what does the Lord require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,

and to walk humbly with your God? 

Luke 10:25-37
25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”
29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”
There are all kinds of things that motivate pharmaceutical and biotech companies and researchers.
There are all kinds of things that motivate us, as individuals.

What is it that God looks for as God seeks to find a humanity that reflects God’s nature?


Mercy


Justice


Worship


Faith

The cross is all of the answer that a believer will ever need and the only answer that can satisfy the longing of the human person.
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