
February 24th , 2008
Growth to the Fifth Power:  Intentional Faith Development
Hebrews 5: 7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9 and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10 having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 11 About this we have much to say that is hard to explain, since you have become dull in understanding. 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic elements of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food; 13 for everyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is unskilled in the word of righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, for those whose faculties have been trained by practice to distinguish good from evil.
Reference Point: God the Father- conditions for growth

God’s Prevenient Grace:  Grace that makes the climate right for growth.

God’s best desire for you and I is a steadfast progress in growth as disciples.

Isaiah 5:1-ff  “What more could I have done for my vineyard?”

Reference Point: God the Son-  Christ invites us to follow Him

Mark 10:46-ff

A Blind man receives his sight and “follows along the way.”  That is the picture of discipleship and a picture of our faith development.  Jesus calls us along this road.  It is a road that is unfamiliar to us and so we must closely follow the One who leads us.

Road Markers:

1. It ends with a _______________________.

2. It is marked by a developing ________________________.
3. It is a way that is not self evident but rather revealed to us.

4. It requires that we remain __________________ to Jesus.

Reference Point:  God the Holy Spirit-  “Jesus breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”  (John 20). 
In John 14 Jesus says that the function of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer is to be a reminder of all of the teachings of Jesus.
How do we embark on the journey of discipleship in such a way as to intentionally develop our faith?

1. The necessity of public and private worship.

2. The invitation to engage God daily through prayer and reading from the Holy Scripture.

3. To follow others who have joined Christ along the way.

4. Stretch, Exercise, Cool Down

5. Develop a program that fits where you are.

Wesley’s Historic Questions
Answers:  cross, trust, close[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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