
February 17th , 2008
Growth to the Fifth Power:  Passionate Worship
Revelation 4:8-11
And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and inside. Day and night without ceasing they sing,

“Holy, holy, holy,

the Lord God the Almighty,

who was and is and is to come.”

9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to the one who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall before the one who is seated on the throne and worship the one who lives forever and ever; they cast their crowns before the throne, singing,

11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God,

to receive glory and honor and power,

for you created all things,

and by your will they existed and were created.”

Worship according to OED:


“The condition (in a person) of deserving or being held in, esteem or repute; honor, distinction, renown, good name, credit, etc…. to honor or revere as a supernatural being or power, or as a holy thing; to regard or approach with veneration; to adore with appropriate acts, rites, or ceremonies.”  The word is a unique construction in the English.

Passionate according to OED:


We have to get to definition #6 to be in the right frame of reference where it states: “Any kind of felling by which the mind is powerfully affected or moved; a vehement, commanding, or overpowering emotion; in psychology and art, any mode in which the mind is affected or acted upon as ambition, avarice, desire, hope fear, love, hatred, joy, grief, anger, revenge.”  So here, we will place the term “worship” next to “passionate.”
Reference Point: God the Father-  Worship is due


Exodus 3:12  “ He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.”  

Exodus 34:14 “(for you shall worship no other god, because the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God).   Worship is ______________________.


Deuteronomy 10:20 “You shall fear the Lord your God; him alone you shall worship; to him you shall hold fast, and by his name you shall swear. 21 He is your praise; he is your God, who has done for you these great and awesome things that your own eyes have seen.”  Worship is _______________.

Reference Point: God the Son-  Worship was a surprise, but the only response.


Matthew 14:33, “Those in the boat worshiped Him”… follows the calming of the storm.  They recognize the Divinity of Jesus and they respond to the __________________________.

After Jesus’ resurrection- as a witness to the liberation from death, the vindication of God, and the triumph of life:  Matthew 28:9, 17; Luke 24:51-53  ”While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53 and they were continually in the temple blessing God.”


Jesus never reprimanded a worshipper.  We end up worshipping the God who gives the Son and the Son who presents the Father.  

Reference Point:  God the Holy Spirit-  The rushing wind, the tongues of fire- we are wrapped up in the ‘atmosphere’ of worship.
Keys to achieving passionate worship in your life and in the life of the church…
Definitions of Private and Public worship.
1. Private Worship is the worship of God the Father, Son, and Spirit in the privacy, secrecy, or solitude of home or in the company of your family.

2. Public Worship is the worship of God the Father, Son, and Spirit with the community of faith at Church or in another public setting.

Ingredients in Private and Public worship

1. Songs and Singing:  Ephesians 5:17-20:  “So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 19 as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, 20 giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

2. Prayer and Meditation:  The Lord’s Prayer is the prayer of the community:  “Our Father…”

3. Proclamation and Response:  The Word of God for the people of God.
4. Sacraments and Acts of Worship
The Posture of Worship
1. Expectation

2. Invitation

3. Transformation

Engage the heart…

Answers:  Exclusive, reverent, work of power[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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