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Growth to the Fifth Power:  Radical Hospitality
Matthew 22:8-14
Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.”
Romans 12:13-  “Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.”

Hebrews 13:1-2-  “Let mutual love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.”

Romans 15:7- “7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.”

Genesis  18:1-ff  Abraham welcomes three “strangers”

This morning we will survey three categories of hospitality.  We will be able, by the end of our time, be able to describe what kind of steps that God would have us take in order to practice radical hospitality as a church and as individuals.

First Reference Point:  We serve a gracious and “hospitable” God.

God Created…

God blessed…

God welcomes and protects those who need it most:  strangers, orphans, aliens

Second Reference Point:  We have been given a Savior who has made hospitality and welcome key aspects of our redemption.


Romans 5:5:  “Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.”


Hebrews 10:19-ff-  19 Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.”

Third Reference point:  God, the Holy Spirit empowers us to welcome, to be hospitable, and to bring to fruition, the Church: the community of faith.

The Hospitality that is a part of god’s nature, reflected in Christ, is made real through the extension of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit, given in rich supply to the church, is the very manifestation of God’s grace and hospitality.
Acts 2:  Everybody hears in their own language.

John 14:  You will be reminded.

How can we be hospitable and welcoming as individuals, inspired and empowered by the Holy Spirit? 

How can we manifest God’s powerful Holy Spirit in our church in ways that attract people to the Grace of God?

1. Look to welcome. 

2. Make room.

3. Open doors.

4. Introduce yourself.

5. Invite.

6. Be involved and involve others.

7. Tell folks where the bathroom is.

8. Look for “hooks.”

9. Pick a further parking space.

10. Remember why you do these things:  God in Christ as welcomed us into the fellowship of His Holy Spirit.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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